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The Malik Ashtar of West War Zones

Itis said in Holy Quran that hegira and Jihad for Allah are
the most important criteria in evaluating divine characters.
Martyr Ali Akbar Shiroudi, according to what his friends
and comrades say about him, turned to a darting eagle for
hegira and Jihad under the command of Imam Khomeini,
the Guardian of all Muslims, and for the good of Muslim
World from the time he knew himself.

Just as Malik Ashtar, the close companion of Imam Ali
(Peace be upon him), in Early Islam, Martyr Shiroudi (the
Malik Ashtar of West war zones) was absolutely obedient
to the Guardian (Velayah) of his time. Spending all his
capabilities and endless capacities for Islam while fighting
with sworn enemies of Islamic Revolution and Iranian
nation, he was a true pattern of being a Shiite of Imam Ali.

Speaking about Martyr Ali Akbar Qurban Shiroudi’s
morality, it is enough to say that all military and political
figures with whom we had interview for this issue, called
him , an efficient military manager, a brave man with insight
in distinguishing enemies from friends, and a steadfast
revolutionary in defending Islamic Revolution values

who stood against the political plots in Islamic Revolution
turning points with great expediency, and denied any
military promotion or office. In an official letter to the
contemporary commander of Kermanshah Air Corps base,
Martyr Shiroudi said: “l have gone to war to revive Islam
and the Islamic Iran. | have had no objective, save the
victory of Islam. | have gone to war by the command of the
beloved leader, Imam Khomeini.”

Those who knew Martyr Shiroudi in person have stressed
that hegira and Jihad, insight in war and politics, prayer and
loving people, eloquence and great capabilities of Martyr
Shiroudi in managing Kermanshah Air Corps transportation
and combat units pilots were actually part of his character.
No doubt such humane and divine features have belonged
only to perfect human beings throughout history, the ones
who have been steadfast in their stance and brought
enemies to their knees with their unprecedented insight
and bravery.

The victory of Islamic Revolution of Iran under the wise
leadership of Imam Khomeini and Iranian people’s wide
participation, and putting an end to the tyrant regime of
Pahlavi was bitter to imperialistic powers and regional
hegemons. Fearing the spread of Islamic Revolution, they
started to stop it: It was not more than a few days from
the victory of Islamic Revolution that foreign dirty plots
executed by traitors in Kurdistan and many other deprived
areas in Iran started to undermine the revolutionaries’ will
in reaching their main goal, reconstructing Iran, removing
poverty resulted from the former regime’s mismanagement,
and promoting social justice.

In such a turning point in the history of Islamic Revolution,
the brave pilots of IRI Air Corps took their part just like
other civilian institutions and units fighting with anti-
revolutionaries, and played a great role in securing the
connecting routes in West mountains by repelling the anti-
revolutionaries and traitors. By doing around thousands
of hours of combat and preparation flights, IRI Air Corps
personnel and pilots created an unprecedented epic in
the contemporary history of Iran. Martyr Shiroudi was one
of these pilots and didn’t break his promise of loyalty to
Islamic Revolution so that the founder of Islamic Revolution
said about him: “Shiroudi is blessed. He is now benefiting
from divine blessings.”

Editor in chief




